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MAJOR GENERAL SAMUEL ANUM ODOTEI, rcds, psc, pjsc

CHIEF OF THE ARMY STAFF

GHANA ARMY

Maj Gen Samuel Anum Odotei was commissioned into the Ghana Army as an infantry officer on 18 December 1971.  During his 36 years of service he attended several professional courses.

Maj Gen Odotei is a 1999 graduate of the Royal College of Defence Studies in the United Kingdom.  He also attended the Internal Defence and Development (IDAD) Course at Fort Bragg in the United States from July to August 1990.  He is a 1985 graduate of the Ghana Armed Forces Command and Staff College, having done his Junior Staff Course at the Command and Staff College Jaji, Nigeria from January to April 1982.  He attended the Company Commander Course at the Infantry Centre in Singleton, New South Wales, Australia, from May to July 1979.

Maj Gen Odotei has held various command and staff appointments, including that of Company Commander, Tactical Instructor at the Ghana Military Academy, was a member of the Directing Staff at the Junior Division of the Ghana Armed Forces Command and Staff College and was commanding officer of an Infantry Battalion between August 1992 and November 1995.

Between November 1995 and December 1998 he was commanding officer of the Ghana Military Academy.  He became the Deputy Commandant of the Military Academy and Training Schools between January and June 2000 and was Acting Commandant from June 2000 to January 2001.  He was the Director General Joint Operations at the Ghana Armed Forces Headquarters between March and September 2002.  He was the Chief of Staff at the General Headquarters from September 2002 until his appointment as the Chief of the Army Staff on 20 May 2005.

Maj Gen Odotei has extensive peacekeeping experience. He served as staff officer in various capacities with UNIFIL between 1980 and 1985.  He commanded a battalion on two different occasions with the United Nations Interim Force in Lebanon (UNIFIL) between September 1992 and June 1993 and again from February to September 1995.  He also commanded a battalion in Liberia with ECOMOG between May 1994 and February 1995.  He was a sector commander with the United Nations Mission in Sierra Leone (UNAMSIL) between January 2001 and March 2002.

Maj Gen Odotei is married with children.  He is a lay preacher and senior elder of the Arakan Methodist/Presbyterian Church in Burma Camp, Accra.










