CAPT (SAN) J.J.P. POTGIETER
Captain Potgieter served in the SA Army for thirteen years as a national serviceman and then as a Citizen Force member, where he advanced to the rank of Warrant Officer II.  He joined the Permanent Force (Navy) in Simon’s Town in 1983, where he served for 8 years before leaving the Cape on transfer to Naval HQ in Pretoria where he served as ‘management consultant’ (organisation efficiency specialist).  After a two-year stint in the early nineties as Desk Head for Subversion in the Counter-intelligence Division at Military Intelligence, he was transferred again to Naval HQ and later promoted to captain (SAN) and transferred to Defence Headquarters as systems manager for two mainframe DoD systems.
In January 2001 he was deployed as Senior Military Liaison Officer to a UN peace mission in the DRC (MONUC), where he served with distinction before returning to South Africa towards the end of 2002 to participate in the DoD’s strategic level management course (Executive National Security Programme.)
In 2003 he was appointment as Senior Staff Officer Special Projects (with the focus on specific requirements for improved functioning within the DoD – and all other relevant work).  It was during this period that he developed the DoD’s Peace Support Operations Doctrine for Joint Operations and became a member of the DoD’s team in SADC and AU work sessions on the development of the African Standby Force.  Towards the end of 2004 he was sent to Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, to serve as interim Military Attaché to Ethiopia and was seconded to the AU as consultant/expert in the establishment of the African Standby Force (Jul 2005 – Jan 2008).
