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“SADC Security Cooperation and Progress with the SADC Brigade”
The SADC Brigade was officially launched at the SADC Summit in Lusaka on 17 August 2007
.  The underlying motivation behind this was the formation of the SADCBRIG with which to build the capacity of the African armed forces to intervene and resolve conflicts throughout the continent without undue interference from external parties who do not understand the complexities of the conflict and can at times make a bad situation worse. It is in line with the self-sufficiency credo underlined in all the major agreements and declarations produced across the continent, both within the AU and within the regional economic communities, including SADC. 

After the years of training and the generation of new frameworks in Africa that can direct continental peace support operations, the regional brigades have become the most important actors in securing appropriate training and readiness for sending complements at the service of the AU under its ASF flag. In this sense, the SADCBRIG will be dealing primarily with intra-state conflicts (which may have trans-border elements). The primary triggers for these conflicts will likely be ethnic rivalries, economic inequalities, lack of political order, the proliferation of SALW and the effects of organised crime. Of particular importance will be the capacity of the brigade to deal with significant movements of people, from cross border refugees to internally displaced persons, and migrants. In addition, there will be the added complexity of a combination of actors apart from the state players; such as the interference from warlords, non-state actors, militias, armed civilians and other third parties. Thus, the mandate of the SADCBRIG is fairly wide and covers:
· Observation and monitoring missions

· Peace Support Operations (PSOs)

· Interventions at the request of a member state to restore peace and security

· Preventative deployment (in order to stop the escalation of a conflict, or to prevent a conflict from spilling over into neighbouring states)

· Peacebuilding in a post-conflict situation (including disarmament and demobilisation)

· Humanitarian missions in aid of civilians (conflict or natural disaster related)

· Any other functions as may be authorised by the SADC Summit.
 
The presentation will deal with the administration and structures proposed for the SADC Brigade as well as with challenges such as interoperability and sustainability. Special reference to the role of the RSA will also be touched upon. Ultimately the paper will also reflect on the relationship between the objectives of the Brigade and the needs and requirements of the AU and the UN in implementing new multidimensional integrated peace support operations in Africa. 

� AU Monitor: Launching of SADC Brigade 20 August (http://www.pambazuka.org/aumonitor/comments/336/)


� AU Monitor: Launching of SADC Brigade 20 August (http://www.pambazuka.org/aumonitor/comments/336/)





PAGE  
1

