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This paper reflects upon the privatisation of security which Africa faces in shaping its continental-wide security architecture and is largely informed by the emergence of the generally unregulated foreign private security actors in places like Iraq and of course in Africa, especially in conflict-infested states such as Sudan. While accepting that the private security industry is sometimes one that has an important role to play in restoring peace in Africa because of the variety of functions it performs, it is equally true that the absence of effective regulatory framework, at regional and domestic levels, exposes the industry to becoming a law unto itself and thus undermining security efforts. Firstly, the paper seeks to give a brief understanding of the meaning of privatisation of security and the confusion created between private security companies (PSCs), private military companies (PMCs) and mercenaries. Secondly, the paper highlights peacekeeping operations in Africa and the involvement of private security actors, especially in conflict and post-conflict African states. Thirdly, the paper gives some thoughts on how to address the privatisation of security within the African security sector reform (SSR) strategy. Lastly, the paper makes some concluding observations on the subject of private security.  

