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“The future role of the SA Army: matching challenges with suitable capabilities”
The first part of the lecture deals with challenges. South Africa’s security context has deteriorated markedly since 2006. But in this bleaker situation, opportunities also come into sharper focus. Despite higher raw materials export prices, the governance problems of sub-Saharan Africa continue to drag down its prospects. At the same time, the explosive Chinese entry into Africa after 2001 shows signs of blowing out. The aim a decade ago was to build SA national security with “soft” power and a regional security community as the leading and integral components. That strategy has now received three blows. The first is the continuing poisoning and enfeeblement of SADC and the AU by the failure to move decisively against Mugabe. This story is not over. The second is the political and military inadequacy of the AU response to Chinese-sanctioned Sudanese intransigence over the genocide in Darfur. In Op CORDITE July 2006, the SA Army was itself a victim of this inadequacy. The third is the stealing of the recent Kenyan presidential election by Kibaki. This is a tragedy for Kenya, for regional peace-building efforts and for democracy in Africa. It also leaves South Africa as the pre-eminent remaining of the three “pivot” sub-Saharan military powers capable of significant operational lead roles (Nigeria being now more taken up with internal troubles). In addition, the country’s liberal visa policy, excellent infrastructure and global transport connectivity make it a useful staging base for Islamist terrorists. Unattended, this could compromise South Africa’s unique advantages in the global community. Together these tightening constraints mean that South Africa is now required by circumstance to develop a national stand-alone security policy of a more traditional sort. So now comes the hard bit – the holiday is over.
The second part of the lecture deals with capabilities. It will argue that this is now a moment of real opportunity. From some grim experiences come real potentialities. In its volatile neighbourhood, and with no dependable international guarantors – witness the general bungling over the Kenyan crisis – the old Roman proverb applies to South Africa today with special force: if you desire peace, prepare for war. The shock of the defeat in the Sudan has already stimulated some reform and move towards modern capabilities in light infantry, SF and PsyOps, with deployable HQ, as reported at SA Army Vision 2020. In equipments the Army has inherited fleets of AFVs and artillery.  The country already possesses capable attack helicopters and it has bought Gripen. It now needs to add reach. The objective needs to be ability to mount and sustain the core of long range Joint and Combined Peace Enforcement and Peace Support Operations below the Tropic of Cancer. That means on the one hand transport helicopters and on the other sustainable amphibious basing. The SA Navy is working up an SBS capability for riverine operations, but an enhanced version of the SA Navy’s LPD/LPH design will be vital to this capability.  Logically, however, prior to all such work are three other capabilities:
a. Creation of a Joint Concept of Operation to underpin a Permanent Joint HQ.

b. Integration of Defence and Security analysis with geo-political threat assessment.

c. Regional and wider alliance-building based on this “hard” security Joint and Combined capability.
Si vis pacem, para bellum.

