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Achieving balanced civil-military relations (CMR), between the triad of the state, parliament and armed forces within a democratic state has always been a major challenge since the establishment of the nation system during the late 15th century. In the intervening period, however, and even in post-cold war Africa, a certain model that had common and locally informed, subjective and objective characteristics emerged and has become recognized as the framework through which CMR is negotiated, exercised and experienced. For example, Africa depicts a dual model that borrows from the universal and conventional norms while fusing its own liberation and post-colonial, both formal and informal, nuances. Lately, considerations of CMR on the African continent have become significant, given the backdrop of endemic conflict and the need to foster a new Defence and Security Architecture under the auspices of the African Union. This has been in the form of the Peace and Security Council (PSC) and its organs –the Military Affairs Committee (MAC), the Council of Elders and the African Standby Force (ASF) based on the pillars of the Regional Economic and Security Community structures, the (RECs). 
While the above has been mooted since 2002, the African conflict situation has deteriorated, culminating in the interesting departure of Western forces from the continent during 1993, only to return through initiatives such as African Contingency Operations, Training and Assistance (ACOTA), African Crisis Response Initiative (ACRI), the notion of the United States, the African Command (AFRICOM), and that of the French, Reinforcement of African Military Capacities (RECAMP), amongst others. These external initiatives do not complement the African security architecture, nor do they attempt to harmonize their operations among themselves and the AU elements. This development has raised the fundamental CMR questions of who is funding Africa’s new Security Architecture, to whom are the forces accountable, how are the RECs and other AU deployments raised, what is the mandate and what is the composition of the forces as well as command and control reporting lines?
The answer we find, asked in the context of CMR, is that Africa has once again created artificial structures in contexts where institutions are weak, which makes it difficult for balanced CMR to evolve. The answer therefore lies in addressing the debilitating nature of conflict as well as in strengthening the emerging states and their institutions before we can address the flaws currently inherent in the AU’s Peace & Security Council, the ASF and its supposedly integral RECs. 

