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The founding fathers of the African Union have, through the adaptation of the Constitutive Act of the African Union (AU) and other relevant policy documentation, moved away from non-interference to non-indifference.  They have accepted the responsibility to, on behalf of the people, take action against governments or groupings who are guilty of genocide or gross violations of human rights, or in cases of humanitarian disaster.  The heads of states or governments have thus adopted the right of the AU to intervene in internal affairs of a member state if that state or government is incapable of acting against transgressors or where the state or government is the perpetrator.  The ASF’s Rapid Deployment Capability (RDC) is envisaged as the capacity of the AU for early intervention to stabilise the situation and to apprehend perpetrators. 

This paper will discuss those factors that give rise to turmoil and instability, which will point towards the environment and challenges, criteria for rapid deployment, and the roles and tasks of an RDC.  An analysis thereof will indicate the capabilities that must be planned for and options for provisioning.  A brief discussion of constraints and legal requirements will lead to the various options that were considered and possible approaches in the delivery thereof.  The various components in the application of the RDC are briefly discussed and strategies for the successful delivery thereof will be followed by final recommendations. 
