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The threat of conflict in Africa is a daily reality caught up in a classic ‘catch-22’ situation with a dire lack of leadership in many of its countries amid a seemingly unbreakable cycle of underdevelopment. Poor leadership and chronic underdevelopment in Africa have generated the conflicts that have merely served to intensify the conditions of underdevelopment and the economic and social injustices that have led to further conflict. The example of Kenya, as the situation is currently playing out after the disputed presidential elections, provides a template of this reality and the state of security Africa in the near future. 

The presentation looks at the current Kenyan conflict and how it may be replicated across the continent due to the inequitable redistribution of resources and ethnic divisions. To a large extent, to ensure sustainable security and development in Africa, challenges of leadership, equitable resource distribution and ethnicity must be addressed. This is amid the emerging reality of climate change and natural disasters (droughts and changes in rainfall patterns that in turn exacerbate food, water and energy scarcities as sources of conflict).

