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Although it is difficult to generalise about the current security situation
in Africa, it is apparent that in a number of regions insecurity is the
order of the day. This does not always reflect in outright violent conflict
but in pervasive insecurity that includes outbreaks of fighting, principally
involving irregular forces in which the civilian population provide the
majority of victims.

For a number of reasons it is difficult to anticipate any major change in
this situation by 2020. In domestic terms, many African governments remain
unable or unwilling to provide basic security for the population at large, and some even engage in predation on their own account. The
construction of responsible and capable state authorities in many parts of
the continent will be the work of decades rather than years and is unlikely
to follow a path of consistent improvement. Indeed, few of the countries
that have emerged from conflict over the last five years can be said to be
immune to renewed outbreaks of violence.

The international community has intervened from time to time to assist in
peace-building, but for political and other reasons finds it almost
impossible to commit attention and resources to individual countries on a
long-term basis. The move from emergency humanitarian aid to support for
proper state reconstruction remains problematic. Nor is there much evidence
that Africa¹s economies will soon provide the means to lift the population of the continent out of the poverty trap. If anything, Africa¹s economic and commercial competitiveness will decline in the foreseeable future, not least because of the toll still to be exacted by HIV/AIDS. The impact of climatic change is also unlikely to favour the development of an environment conducive to widespread prosperity.

Certainly the commodities boom may be expected to bring some financial
windfalls, but on the available evidence these are unlikely to translate
into a general improvement in living standards. Foreign private enterprise
and security companies may become a more common feature of the African
landscape as they consort with recognised (though scarcely legitimate)
governments to exploit enclaves in the national economy.

In these conditions local grievances, partly economic, partly political, will
probably find expression in challenges to central state authority. Private
security will be able to disguise the interests of external powers, which
will find it less and less profitable to intervene as states in unstable
African regions.

The UN is likely to find it more difficult to muster the manpower or
financial resources to mount protracted peacekeeping operations on the
African continent. Not only will the demands from elsewhere compete for
attention, but the atmosphere of international accord that followed the end
of the Cold War will be replaced by more open great power confrontation,
which will play itself out in the UN as well.  In short, Africa will be compelled to depend increasingly upon its own military resources in terms of peacekeeping and operations in aid of the civil power. 

The growth of effective militaries within emaciated states is also fraught
with its own dangers, and great care will have to be taken to ensure that
soldiers do not re-emerge as the continent’s principal arbiters.


In the tactical realm Africa’s continuing conflicts are likely to become
increasingly complex, characterised by shifting alliances among a myriad
non-state actors and an opaqueness of political motives. In this environment
any intervention, if it is to be useful, will need to be much better
informed of local dynamics and situations, and intelligence will need to
be refined in real time.

There will also be a large number of situations where a peacekeeping force
will find itself expected to provide services which are theoretically the
responsibility of local governments, something which will also require a radical
rethinking of military peacekeeping doctrine.
