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Virginia Gamba is the Director of SaferAfrica, an international NGO headquartered in South Africa.  She works extensively in the field of safety, peace and security in Southern Africa, Sub-Saharan Africa and South America.  Previous positions include

· Deputy Director of the Institute for Security Studies (RSA)

· Head of the Arms Management Programme of the Institute for Security Studies (1996 – 2001)

· Director of the Conflict Resolution and Disarmament Project of the United Nations Institute for Disarmament Research (Geneva) (1994 – 96)

· Programme Officer for arms control, demobilisation and disarmament of the John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation in Chicago (1991 – 1993)

· Lecturer on Latin American Security Issues at the Department of War Studies, King’s College London (1990 – 1991)

Other relevant expertise included

· Manager of the Low Intensity Conflict Collection at the National Security Archives (Washington D.C.)

· Lecturer at the University of Maryland and American University

· Lecturer at the United States Defence University Technical College

· Advisor to the Ministry of Defense (Argentina) on restructuring, downsizing and civil-military integration of the military under civilian rule (1984 – 88)

Examples of her written work include

· Co-authorship of Signals of War (faber and faber) with L. Freedman

· Authorship of five books on different aspects of North-South Security issues

· Numerous contributions to books and reference books between 1984 and 2001

· Editor and contributor to the eleven-book series on The Management of Arms during Peace Processes (UNIDIR)

· Editor and contributor to an extensive collection of books and monographs at the ISS, including V. Gamba, Governing Arms: The Southern African Experience (ISS 2000)

Lately, she edited SaferAfrica’s Africa Union Commission Compendium on African Documents on Small Arms and Light Weapons which was launched at the United Nations in New York in June 2006. In 1995 she was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize together with the rest of the Executive Committee of the Pugwash Conferences in Oslo.

