PROFESSOR J.E. SPENCE OBE

Professor Jack Spence was born in 1931.  He was educated at Pretoria Boys’ High School, South Africa, the University of the Witwatersrand (BA Hons (1952)) and the LSE (BSc (Econ) (1957)).

He has lectured at a number of universities in Britain and South Africa: He was Professor of Politics and pro-vice Chancellor at the University of Leicester (1973 – 1991) and Director of Studies at the Royal Institute of International Affairs (1991 – 1997).  He is a past President of the African Studies Association UK and past Chairman of the British International Studies Association.  He has published 6 books on Southern African issues and some 50 articles in learned journals.  He has been a Visiting Professor at the universities of California, Los Angeles; Zimbabwe; Witwatersrand; Cape Town; Natal and Pretoria; he was a regular contributor to print, radio and television outlets and a consultant to Oxford Analytica; the Defence Intelligence College (USA); the Foreign and Commonwealth Office; the ERSC; Joint Services Command and Staff College, US State Department.  He was editor of International Affairs; the Journal of Southern Africa Studies and the Review of International Studies.  He is Chairman of the Advisory Council of the Association for the Study of Ethnicity and Nationalism.  He holds honorary doctorates from the universities of the Witwatersrand; Leicester; Nottingham, Trent.  He is also an honorary fellow of University College, Swansea; the University of Staffordshire; and Nene College, Northampton.  He is currently a Visiting Professor in the Department of War Studies at King’s College, London.  He also serves as Academic Advisor to the Royal College of Defence Studies and edits its annual collection of the Seaford House Papers.  Professor Spence was awarded an OBE in the Queen’s Jubilee Honours List in 2003.
