COL JOHN MALCOLM BONDESON HUTCHESON

John Hutcheson was born on 7 July 1963.  After completing his secondary education at the Scots College in Sydney, he entered the Royal Military College in 1982 and graduated into the Royal Australian Infantry Corps in 1985.  His subsequent military career has involved a wide range of regimental, representational, instructional (Directing Staff Australian Command and Staff College) and staff appointments (J3 DJFHQ).

· He has served in 5/7 RAR (Mech) as a Rifle and Mortar Platoon Commander

· He commanded the integrated 25/49 Battalion RQR (Motor)

· During the period March – August 2004 he commanded Combined Joint Task Force 635 in the Solomon Islands as part of Operation HELPM FREN

Col Hutcheson’s overseas service has included

· Attending the Royal Military Academy, Sandhurst in 1984

· Deployment as a rifle platoon commander in Malaysia and Singapore in 1987 to Rifle Company Butterworth

· Exchange duties as a mortar platoon commander with the British Army in Germany in 1989

· Exchange duties as instructor with the British School of Infantry at Warminister during 1991 to 1993

· In late 2001 he was posted for five months as Operations Advisor to the East Timor Defence Force as part of Australia’s Defence Cooperation Program to assist in designing a sustainable and realistic military capability to support the overall national security plan 

In Australia Col Hutcheson 

· Was seconded to IBM Consulting Group to work as a Business Transformation consultant focusing on process re-engineering, continuous process improvement and change management (1998)

· In 1999 and early 2000 he employed those skills as the project manager for the commercialisation of the Defence Recruiting function.  

· Mid 2000 Col Hutcheson was posted to the Army’s ‘think tank’, the Land Warfare Studies Centre, as a Visiting Fellow at the Australian National University in Canberra

· He wrote and published a monograph, ‘Wars of Conscience’, based on his thoughts on the impact changes in interstate norms would have on Australia’s overarching national security policy and short-term implications for ADF

· On completion of the above research he served in AHQ as Deputy Director International Engagement in Future Land Warfare Branch

Col Hutcheson holds a bachelor of arts degree in Military Studies (1985) from the University of New South Wales, a master’s degree in Defence Studies (1997) from Canberra University and a master’s degree in International Relations (1998) from Deakin University.  He is a 1997 graduate of the Army’s Command and Staff College, Fort Queenscliff.

Col Hutcheson was posted to his current position as Director Operations Army in December 2005.

He is married to Sallyanne and they have four children, Lara, Iseabel, Morag and Calum.  He enjoys rugby, sailing and being with his family.  

