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Andre Nepgen joined the CSIR in 1983 where he initially specialised in the design and development of piezoelectric transducer systems.  During this time, he obtained his Masters in Electronic Engineering at the University of Stellenbosch on the subject of sonar array design.  In 1987, he established the Sensor Systems group focussing on the development of electro-acoustic and fibre-optic sensors for defence and commercial markets in South Africa and abroad.  

In 1998, he moved to Defencetek as the manager of the Defence Electronics Programme.  In 2001, he was appointed as Executive Director of the CSIR Defencetek Division of the CSIR, now the Defence, Peace, Safety and Security (DPSS) unit.  DPSS operates as the strategic resource of the Department of Defence in matters of science and technology, provide support to the SA Defence and related industries and is engaged in specialist international projects and partnerships. Recently DPSS has broadened the CSIR's involvement beyond defence to peace support as well as safety and security.
