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Educational Background

1969 - 1972
M2 Matric (JMB) Thakula High School Kwa Thema Springs

1974 - 1977
BA (Sociology and Philosophy) University of the North

1978 - 1979
BA (Hons) (Philosophy), University of the North

1991 - 1992
M Phil (Politics) Glasgow University, Scotland

June 1998
An intensive course on International Relations attended at the New School University – New York, USA

Career

Mr Mnguni started his career in 1978 when he joined the University of the North as assistant to the Dean of the Faculty of Arts, doing administrative work and giving lectures on behalf of the Dean in the Department of Philosophy. In 1981 he was appointed a lecturer in the Department of Philosophy at the same University and remained in this position until 1994.

In 1994, he became a Member of the National Assembly and served on the Portfolio Committee of Foreign Affairs, Education and the Reconstruction and Development Programme (RDP) and was alternate member of the Safety and Security Portfolio Committee. In 1997, as an MP, he was invited by Langa High School, in Langa Cape Town, to work with students, staff and the unemployed and community leaders to start the Eziko Project to provide skills for the Hotel and Catering sector. The project currently has a community run restaurant, a training centre and a gardening project.

In 1998, Mr Mnguni, as a Member of Parliament, in collaboration with the late Minister of Foreign Affairs, Mr Alfred Nzo and Deputy Minister of Tourism and Environmental Affairs, Mr Peter Mokaba with whom he shared constituency offices in Westernburg and Seshego townships in Polokwane organised a football match between High School students from France, Brazil, Haiti and South Africa. Bokamoso High School of Seshego was selected to represent South Africa in this tournament - a School that despite its challenges was producing excellent Matric results. The tournament coincided with the World Cup football tournament, held in France in 1998.

From 1983 to 1985 Mr Mnguni was Chairperson of the UDF Co-ordinating Committee, which was tasked with the building of the political and community structures, which led to the formation of the Northern Transvaal UDF Structure.

From 1986 to 1991, Mr Mnguni was President of the United Democratic Front (UDF) Northern Transvaal and in the same period was also a member of the UDF National Executive Committee (an organisation which the ANC set up while it was itself still banned in South Africa). He was Secretary to the Black Staff Association of the University of the North form 1986. Between 1989 and 1994 he was Branch Executive Member of the Union of Democratic University Staff Association (UDUSA). He was the Northern Transvaal Coordinator for the African Scholarship Programme between 1990 and 1991 and the ANC PEC member of the Northern Province between 1992 and 1994 (He was also Head of the Political Education Desk). During 1993 and 1994 he was ANC overall elections co-odinator for the Northern Province.

Mr Mnguni served as the High Commissioner of the Republic of South Africa to the Republic of Mauritius and was also accredited to the Seychelles and the Comoros from February 1999 until March 2003. He was Dean of the Diplomatic Corps from 2002 until the end of his tenure.

Whilst stationed in Mauritius, Mr Mnguni initiated a project, titled the Disaster Response Network (DRN) through which our Mission co-ordinated relief efforts of all stakeholders, including NGO’s, civil society and business during the Mozambique and Madagascar natural disaster crisis. President Cassam Uteem (former President of the Republic of Mauritius was honorary Head) through whom resources for relief were channeled.

From April 2003 to July 2005, Mr Mnguni was Director for the Horn of Africa and the Indian Ocean Islands. While in this post, Mr Mnguni was involved in projects on the Sudan, including training of the SPLM for governance (project of the DFA and UNISA) and issues related to the Comoros.

He is currently a Director at the Policy, Research and Analysis Unit (PRAU) of the Department of Foreign Affairs.

