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ABSTRACT

The presentation will attempt to answer the following questions:

a. What sub-Saharan security challenges will there be by 2020 and what will their causes be?

b. What form will these security challenges take if military related?

c. How can regional organisations prevent these security challenges before they occur?

d. If prevention is not possible, which are the best ways and means to resolve these security challenges across the full spectrum of power players?

e. What, if any, are the military roles used multinationally to promote peace, stability, confidence building, regional cooperation and post conflict reconstruction?

f. What are the ends, ways and means to address future challenges of the SA army in the African context?

The arguments to be used in the presentation can be summarized as follows:

The Unique Position and Role of SA in 2020
· The next fifteen years will see an increase in the differentiation of African States seen through their economic, political and state performance vis-à-vis each other and vis-à-vis the global arena.  South Africa, alone amongst all other states in the continent, will have the ability to position itself in the context of sub-regional, continental and international processes and this will determine the type of capabilities (military, economic, diplomatic) it should develop for both conflict prevention and conflict resolution modes. This is not to say that ability and capability can be promoted and exercised without political will.

The Potential Causes of African Conflict in 2020
· Among the primary causes of insecurity in Africa the following continental causes will be primed: long-standing governance problems including weak judiciary, legislative and law enforcement agencies, and embedded corruption; the consolidation of national identities; unclear land tenure and management of property; and differentiation within states in respect to modernization and globalization benefits in rural and urban environments.  Here, aggravating factors that can act as catalysts for violence will be: increase in everyday crime and in general human insecurity, including expansion of abuses of human rights; the flux of democratic processes including greater influence of the military in politics; humanitarian – including pandemic – and ecological disasters; and scarcity of some resources affecting the daily welfare of populations.

· Other potential causes for conflict are not internal to Africa but external to it, and the following will be discussed: increasing distance between global and African objectives and doctrines; increasingly aggressive global economic and security policies; the changing nature of sovereignty and differentiation between legal and effective control of territories; emergence of new external governmental and non- governmental actors directly influencing or controlling African futures.

Military Manifestation of Problem

The paper will argue that the full spectrum of military threats will be possible in the next fifteen years, including state-to-state classical warfare, controlled feudal warfare, limited military intervention, civil war, genocide, insurgency, and state repression. Terrorism threats will also be varied, both as a means and an end.  Whereas these modes of military manifestation will be the norm within Africa, there is also the need to deter and prevent external military pressures on the continent in Africa, the modalities of which will be substantially different from those that are home grown.

Potential Responses for Conflict Prevention

The paper will discuss potential responses across the full spectrum of power to prevent these security challenges from emerging. Among these, the most relevant are issues of resource management (including energy, food and water); combating of disease; improved international debt negotiations; development of continental, regional and internal peace keeping and peace support doctrines and capabilities; improved and enhanced diplomatic corps (specialized) to promote African Common Positions internationally and to promote peaceful resolution of internal conflict continentally; and development of improved law-and-order capabilities in the continent through improved policing.

Specific Military Responses to Improve Conflict Prevention and Resolution
The paper will discuss the potential for increasing the ability for and use of proportional response, rapid reaction deployment, and force on force fighting; short versus long term engagements; and the development of specialized national and multinational capacities acting among militaries and with other state and non-state actors.

Conclusions

The paper will focus on conclusions relevant to the future of conflict in Southern Africa; in sub-Saharan Africa; and in African responses to international conflict trends. In all of these, suggestions will be made as to how South Africa can prepare itself for the future challenges.

