PROF GWYN PRINS

LSE MacKinder Centre

“The South African Army in its Global and Local Contexts in the Early 21st Century: a Mission-critical Analysis”

ABSTRACT

While it is well known and even understandable that generals usually prepare to fight the previous war, circumstances in today’s world will be less forgiving of those who do so. The need for accurate strategic analysis is pivotal at this time because the most profound changes in a century are transforming the global geo-strategic environment as well as the roles and the potentialities of armed force as an aspect of politics by other means. These changes affect the sub-Saharan region in especially acute ways. The pace of change is fast and, as the dominant power in the region, South Africa is especially affected. Even since the adoption of the current Defence White Paper there have been important developments. 

The lecture will be divided into three parts. In the first, Prof Prins will ask the audience “where in the world are we?” and will suggest that it may not be quite where people think! China’s explosive arrival as a major actor in Africa requires special attention. In the second, he will explore what makes military force useful (or useless) in the emerging world order, with particular reference to the SANDF’s stated missions. To what extent will the South African Army operate in future within a paradigm of “war among the people” rather than “war between states”? In the third, he will discuss some difficult local impediments upon the South African Army’s ability to perform its missions in this challenging new world. 

The lecture aims to specify some parameters within which the Army may more precisely ask how to respond in its doctrine, force sizing, posture, training and deployment to these simultaneous challenges at domestic, regional and global level. 

