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ABSTRACT

Nuclear weapons are by many orders of magnitude more important than any other weapons of mass destruction.  Nuclear weapons have become smaller and easier to make.  They have proliferated beyond the original five veto powers. The Non-Proliferation Treaty was always a paper tiger because of Article Ten, which enables any state to withdraw at three months’ notice.  “Each Party shall in exercising its national sovereignty have the right to withdraw from the Treaty if it decides that extraordinary events, related to the subject matter of this Treaty, have jeopardized the supreme interests of its country.”  North Korea has done this without effective punishment.  The West turned a blind eye to the Apartheid nuclear weapons and the Israeli bombs, which puts them in an awkward position when they want action against new nuclear states of which they disapprove.  Some sixty states could acquire nuclear weapons fairly fast and easily. Non-state actors want nuclear weapons, no doubt, and would find them asymmetrically advantageous.  South Africa has not the slightest need of nuclear weapons now.  The moral advantage of having given them up outweighs any value they might have in the short term.  But all states must be treated as rogue states in the current international anarchy.  South Africa must retain its right under Article Ten to make nuclear weapons if need be.  It must keep up to date in the technology, if only so that it maintains excellent 24/7/365 intelligence about possible nuclear threats from state or non-state actors.  More nuclear warfare is probable, the longer the rope one gives humankind.  South Africa must be energetic in the prevention of nuclear war multilaterally; yet South Africa must keep its potential nuclear powder dry, as an option of last resort under Article Ten of the Treaty which it signed.
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