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ABSTRACT

During the period 1994 to 1998 South Africa developed a comprehensive defence policy framework through transparent and consultative processes that led to the promulgation of the White Paper on Defence in May 1996 and Defence Review in April 1998.  This was done against a background of a totally changed strategic environment calling for the development of a defence policy starting from zero.  Since then it has become clear that some of the premises on which this policy framework was based were overly optimistic and have not fully realized.  Internal developments related to law and order and regional developments related to peace and stability have challenged some of the premises of these policies and placed stress on their implementation as well as on the functioning of the South African National Defence Force.  This paper gives a perspective on the background to the White Paper and Defence Review, attempts to explain the rationale for some policy decisions and indicates the most pertinent changes in the strategic environment that have led to discrepancies between policy and practice.  It also looks at new thinking in the international defence community regarding the structuring of armed forces for expeditionary operations as well as for homeland defence.  It concludes that the increasingly important role of the SANDF in support of foreign policy, the positive developments in the emerging African defence and security architecture, the internal situation in South Africa regarding human security and the imperative for efficiency in defence spending necessitate a reconsideration of some of the premises of current defence policy.  It finally relates these conclusions to Army Vision 2020.

