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ABSTRACT
There can be little doubt that the biggest threat to the internal security of this country is crime and the socio-economic causes of crime. This position has been acknowledged in at least three White Papers since 1995 and this is a threat that will remain with us in the foreseeable future. The timeframe for “foreseeable future” is uncertain and depends on both short-term actions by the police (and the rest of the criminal justice system) and longer-term actions by the rest of the state machinery and civil society. In addition to crime in general, the violent nature of South African crime is causing a dangerous psychosis of fear that leads to discontent with government and its structures, as well as vigilantism. If this situation is allowed to continue over a protracted period and further increases it could lead to a complete collapse of government at grassroots and finally to anarchy and chaos.

It follows that the major challenges faced by South Africa are, firstly, to stabilise the security situation and, secondly, to address the socio-economic conditions which plague most South Africans and which are thought to create conditions that are conducive to crime and violence. In terms of the stabilisation of crime, much work needs to be done to improve the criminal justice system and to make it more effective, also as a deterrent. One of the primary concerns of a more effective criminal justice system will be how to deal with crime syndicates. In this regard there is an increasing need for more and better crime intelligence, including intelligence produced by the intelligence community as a whole. 

One of the current shortcomings in the approach to crime combating is the over-reliance on the criminal justice system as the solution to South Africa’s crime problem. An effective strategy to combat crime must, firstly, recognise that crime is a complex social phenomenon and, secondly, that the solution will be similarly complex and will therefore require much more than just the police and the criminal justice system to solve it.

