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ABSTRACT

This paper looks at the strategic environment that faces the SA Army, largely focussing on sub-Saharan Africa.  A first section looks at the changed nature of armed conflict in recent decades. Subsequent sections then look at the characteristics of those countries where conflict is most likely to occur as reflected in recent World Bank reports. Some of the characteristics explored include those of the youthful nature of the African population, urbanization, HIV/AIDS, etc.  The paper concludes by commenting on the absence of defence policy that can guide the employment of forces and motivates for the structure and equipment of the SA Army for its future employment tasks as part of a force for conflict prevention and intervention, rather than a narrow view on conventional defence.

