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ABSTRACT

Following the end of World War II, peacekeeping evolved as a Cold War approach to conflict resolution, particularly those emanating from proxy disputes between the Eastern and Western Blocs, as well as other conflicts of an inter-state nature. In this regard, peacekeeping missions were employed as a tool for the separation of forces, the monitoring of ceasefire and armistice lines, and the supervision of truces. Largely because conflicts during the Cold War did not affect the integrity of states parties, the humanitarian impact of such conflicts was comparatively minimal and manageable.

The post-Cold War era, however, has seen dramatic changes in the nature, means and methods of warfare. Especially in Africa, post-Cold War conflicts have predominantly been within states, with the result that the capacity of states to ensure the protection of civilian populations has been destroyed, leading to complex humanitarian emergencies. 

Commensurately, post-Cold War peacekeeping has undergone a sea change, involving multidimensional and multidisciplinary approaches. To the contrary, political support for complex peace missions, as well as commitment towards troop and other human resource contributions from the member states of the UN, has declined. The continuation of these and other factors, has implied that regional organisations, such as the African Union, have had to bear an increasing responsibility for peacekeeping within their own regions, in addition to additional contributions to missions mandated and deployed by the UN.

Against this background, the paper makes a valid assumption that while the purpose of peace missions remains the de-escalation of conflicts, including facilitation of humanitarian access, a number of other parameters of peace missions such as mandates; end states; force generation levels, composition and capacities; as well as the dynamics of mission areas, have all changed in the aftermath of the Cold War.

The paper therefore seeks to review the emerging paradigm of post-Cold War peace missions. It particularly examines international thinking on peace missions, the factors of such thinking and their implications for current and future peace missions within Africa by both the UN and the AU.  

In the African context, the paper examines a number of factors – policy objectives, institutional expertise and capacities; strategic and operational frameworks and capacities, regional and international collaboration – that are requisite for the achievement of desired sustainable end states.

The paper concludes that while the new paradigm is not a desirable one for Africa, it does appear the most likely international approach into the foreseeable future and therefore demands concrete regional arrangements. On this note, the paper outlines a number of implications for regional organisations. Arguing that lead nations, such as South Africa, will be the locomotives of such regional efforts, the paper finally makes a number of suggestions towards mission readiness of the SA Army.

