PAGE  

COL JOHN MALCOLM BONDESON HUTCHESON

Australian Army

“Australian Army operations in East Timor and Solomon Islands”

ABSTRACT

Since 1999 the Australian Army has been involved in low-intensity operations in East Timor, and the Solomon Islands (2003).  The accepted view of many practitioners is that the low-intensity end of the conflict spectrum operates in a benign environment with minimal confrontation. This observation is no longer applicable to future low-intensity operations. The ‘intensity level’ of an operation now describes how often forces encounter high lethality, not whether they encounter it. In high-intensity warfare, use of lethal force is frequent or continuous whilst in low-intensity the absolute level of lethality is less frequent but the absolute level is still extremely high. In East Timor and the Solomon Islands the Australian Army has discovered that the modern battlespace is complex, diverse, lethal, and diffused regardless of the level of intensity. To succeed, land forces must be able to orchestrate effects as part of whole-of-government action. This action requires the Australian Army to become more adaptable and agile in performing and transitioning between a wide range of tasks that are not related to the traditional view of warfighting. The response is the Australian Army’s Adaptive Campaigning concept that focuses on controlling populations and perceptions as the central and decisive activity of conflict.

This paper will provide the background to Australian operations in East Timor and the Solomon Islands in 2006 before summarising the key lessons that have informed the concepts of Complex Warfighting and the draft Adaptive Campaigning.
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