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ABSTRACT

Since 2001, the United States and NATO have conducted military operations in Afghanistan aimed at removing the brutal Taliban regime from power, and restoring security and stability to this tough, forbidding land.  And although progress is clear, the challenges are immense for NATO’s International Security Assistance Force (ISAF), which assumed command and control throughout Afghanistan from the American-led Operation Enduring Freedom (OEF) coalition in October 2006.   Many of these challenges are common to restoring security and stability in other parts of the world.  This presentation will provide background to the current multinational operations in Afghanistan, and derive useful lessons learned for preparing military forces to conduct expeditionary stability and security operations.  The presentation includes an overview of coalition and NATO operations in Afghanistan, including a discussion of the nature of the conflict and the insurgent threat.   In addressing lessons-learned from the OEF and ISAF experience, the presentation will examine one of the most important organizational constructs of security and stability operations, the Provincial Reconstruction Team.

